
 

Highlights 2022 

TEST-GUIDE 
 

Datum: 2022-12-21 

© 2022 TraceTronic GmbH 

 

TraceTronic GmbH 

Stuttgarter Str. 3 

01189 Dresden 

http://www.tracetronic.com/ 

  

http://www.tracetronic.com/


 

Inhalt 

Overview ............................................................................................................... 1 

1 Dashboard ..................................................................................................... 2 

2 Test report management .............................................................................. 4 

2.1 Release overview ..................................................................................... 4 

2.2 Review ..................................................................................................... 7 

2.3 Runtime analysis ..................................................................................... 9 

3 Coverage ...................................................................................................... 10 

4 Monitoring ................................................................................................... 11 

5 Artifact management .................................................................................. 14 

6 Test execution ............................................................................................. 15 

6.1 Tasks ..................................................................................................... 15 

6.2 Playbooks .............................................................................................. 18 

6.2.1 Playbook editor ............................................................................... 18 

7 Administration ............................................................................................. 26 

7.1 User and role administration ................................................................ 26 

7.2 Server manager..................................................................................... 27 

8 New tools ..................................................................................................... 30 

8.1 Rally ....................................................................................................... 30 



 

TEST-GUIDE Highlights 2022  1 

 

 

Overview 
Throughout the year, we have implemented new features and improvements in 

almost all parts of TEST-GUIDE. 

 

Even a first glance at the new dashboards shows this clearly. You can see that 

new widgets have been implemented, for test case overviews, the project sta-

tistics or the history. Furthermore, dashboards that have been created can now 

be saved as bookmarks. This way, you can easily make them available as a link.  

 

The usability of the tool was again a major focus this year. This has resulted in 

improved, clearer, informative and full-featured detail pages for playbooks,  

release overviews, review views, test executions and test bench monitoring.  

 

Much has happened in artifact management as well. As a tester, you can now 

re-run your own execution jobs from the results filter simply by pressing a but-

ton. Among other things, this makes it easier to check the reproducibility of test 

runs or to trigger test execution again when a HiL hardware defect is rectified. 

 

Good news for all administrators, too: A proper user and role concept is now in 

place. This means that the organization of authorizations and users for test 

projects can now be better regulated. 

 

All other new features and expansions are described in detail below.  
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1 Dashboard  
History widget  

The Dashboard History widget allows to display report uploads of e. g. filtered 

program or software versions. 

 

 

 

Statistics widget  

The new Statistics dashboard widget can display basic statistics information 

about the project.  

 

By using the widgets Test case results and Statistics widget, the project  

statistics page can be completely displayed as a dashboard. 
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Setting bookmarks 

Created dashboards can now be saved as bookmarks and therefore provided as 

links. 
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2 Test report management 

2.1 Release overview 

Release filter 

The layout of the release overview page has been changed to focus on the 

release filter and the releases. The filter can be used to find open releases 

quickly, for example. 

 

The filter works on the level of individual elements, means only the elements 

matching the selected property are displayed. 

 

All filter results are displayed as a tree path from the found release component 

to the release root component. 

 

 
 

Lock/unlock releases 

The Release detail view has been enhanced. Releases can now be locked/ 

unlocked on the page. 
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In the release overview it is now possible to unlock a release and additionally 

all its children. 

 

 
 

Deleting multiple releases simultaneously  

In the release overview, multiple releases can be selected and deleted at once. 

 

 
 

Automatic assignment of the release based on the time period 

When creating a release or release folder, the start date of the release is now a 

mandatory field. Here, the release time range of the parent release is automat-

ically taken over.  

With this new option, better release planning is possible. 

 

Note: The release start date can also be set via the REST API. 

 

If the release was not created in time before the test case execution to assign 

the reports automatically, it is now easily possible to assign the already up-

loaded reports automatically based on the release period and the release  

coverage when creating the release. 
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Release validation 

With the help of release validation release managers can be sure that the  

release start and end times are always valid for planning, even with nested  

releases. 

 

Under the Project settings/Releases the validation for releases can be ena-

bled. 
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2.2 Review 

New filter and sorting options 

 

 

 

When selecting the previ-

ous reviews, the new  

Recently used context  

filters button helps by 

eliminating the need to  

enter the search criteria 

through the selection and 

making the search faster. 

 

 

 

In the review analysis view, 

you can sort by the defect 

tickets that show the most 

test case executions. 

 

New review settings 

When setting the re-evaluation, the new review settings can be used to specify 

which values are permitted in the Custom evaluation, the Defect class and the 

Defect priority.  

When creating a re-evaluation, only the set values are then selectable. 
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Incremental review mode 

The new Incremental Review mode allows overwriting individual review fields 

on a selection of existing reviews. For example, in case after an extensive re-

view you find out that the defect priority of all reviews is set incorrectly, you can 

now easily overwrite it while all other review fields remain unchanged. 

 

 
 

Invalid test case executions 

If test case executions are marked as invalid in the review, this is now high-

lighted more strongly in the review dialog as well as in the test case details.  

The invalid test case execution is displayed crossed out. 
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2.3  Runtime analysis 

With the Runtime analysis in the Report management a new feature is availa-

ble, which enables project managers to check performance requirements by 

using the analysis of test runtimes. 

A baseline for the test runtime of a test case is determined with the help of a 

coverage and a filter period. If a deviation of the test runtime is identified, the 

project manager is notified by mail. 

 

Via the type of static or dynamic analysis, the strategy can be defined from 

which test runtime deviation a message should be sent. 
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3 Coverage 
In case of very large coverages, the new expand menu can be used to quickly 

identify where there are still gaps in the coverage and where there are  

currently still problems. 
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4 Monitoring 
Optimized detail page for test resources 

The detail page for the test benches (test resources) in the Monitoring has been 

optimized. 

• Adjusted page layout 

• More intuitive naming of highlighted panels  

• Component state panel moved to the left 

• Configuration panel  moved to the left 

• Values of the configuration items are displayed directly in the table 

within the configuration panel (and no longer only on mouseover). 

 

 
 

ResourceAdapter 

All plugins in the ResourceAdapter have a new configuration parameter that 

can be used to disable the plugin.  

 

Example: ExecutionPlugin 

 
plugin.de.tracetronic.ttstm.monitoring.plugin.execution.Execu-

tionPlugin.1.config.enabled=false 

 

If the enabled configuration of a plugin is set to false in the central administra-

tion, for example, then the plugin will not start.  

This makes it possible to disable the plugin without removing it from the con-

figuration. 
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Monitoring API 

A new endpoint PUT /resourceadater/configurations/{hostname} has been 

added to the monitoring API, which can be used to centrally update the configu-

ration of a ResourceAdapter. 

 

 
 

 

Caution: A complete configuration must always be passed. In TEST-GUIDE, no 

validation of the configuration takes place.  

An incomplete or wrong configuration can bring the ResourceAdapter into a 

state which can be fixed only directly at the test bench! 

 

Caution: The ResourceAdapter restarts automatically after changing the con-

figuration. 
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Call test bench detail page 

From the context menu of the ResourceAdapter, the detail page of the respec-

tive test bench can be opened in TEST-GUIDE. 
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5  Artifact management 
Re-execution of execution tasks 

From the results filter, you can re-execute the execution tasks simply by 

pressing a button. This makes it easier to check the reproducibility of test runs 

or to trigger test execution again if a HiL hardware defect is corrected. 

 

In the multiple review view, there is a new action for rerun as execution task. 

 

 
 

File repository 

A depository of the artifact management can now be configured as file reposi-

tory. 

 

 
 
 

Note: This type of file repositories is recommended for the future! Old file re-

positories can be migrated to depository file storages via Project Settings → 

File repository → Migrate file repository. 
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6 Test execution 

6.1 Tasks 

User defined attributes 

Test execution tasks now can contain user defined attributes. Attributes can be 

appended to an execution task at any time, even after the task has been started 

or finished. 

 

Unlike parameters, attributes are used as meta data for organization of test ex-

ecution tasks in TEST-GUIDE. You can’t find them in the execution itself. 

 

The following properties have user-defined attributes: 

1. Attributes can be edited or retrieved via the API. 

2. Execution tasks can be filtered and grouped by using attributes. 

3. When using the replay feature of an execution task attributes will 

not be forwarded into the new task.  

4. Attributes appear in the task overview: 
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Detail page for test execution tasks 

There is a redesigned detail page for test execution orders.  

This can be accessed by clicking on the name of an execution task in the task 

overview. 

 

 
 

The ECU TEST logs of an execution task can also be viewed via this page. 

 

The detail page for test execution tasks: 

• has been extended with parameters, attributes and a better log view 

• can be processed better 

• shows name and priority of execution tasks, which can be edited 

independently by clicking on the respective icons  

• enables the abort of test execution tasks (via the API:  

PUT /api/v2/execution/task/{taskId}/abort ) 

 

 
 

• Attributes can be added to and removed from execution tasks for 

subsequent search. 
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Cron expression for execution tasks 

When generating scheduled recurring execution tasks and scheduled recurring 

playbooks, a much more flexible cron expression replaces the interval that 

used to be specified to allow for better execution planning. 

 

The cron expression must be specified in UNIX format. In addition, the time 

zone to which the cron expression refers must be selected. 

 

 
 

Bulk test execution 

If a large number of test case executions with a large number of test steps and 

meta data are to be compared, this is only possible with difficulty in the current 

comparison view because the header row and column could not be fixed. 

 

For this reason, a new comparison view was implemented where this is possi-

ble. 
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Delete execution tasks 

Older tasks can now be removed automatically to avoid the test execution view 

for test execution tasks to become too complex due to the large number of 

tasks. 

 

Under Test execution/Settings remove rules for execution tasks can be config-

ured, defining the number of days after which older test execution tasks are au-

tomatically removed. 

 

 
 

6.2 Playbooks 

6.2.1 Playbook editor 

The playbook details page is revised: 

• The playbook detail page has been extended to include links to all 

playbook execution tasks and to all playbook test results. 

 

 

• Edit the workspace source. 
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• Add, delete, edit workspace dependencies. 

 

 

• Configuration change steps can be added, deleted and edited. 

 

 

• Add, delete, edit pre-setup and post-teardown steps. 

 

 

• Test tasks are now easier to arrange, as playbook steps within the 

Setup, Execution and Teardown blocks can be rearranged via drag 

and drop on the playbook detail page. 
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• New playbook steps in setup and teardown, for individual start and 

stop of ECU-TEST 

 

• Note: ECU-TEST playbook steps (package, project, configuration 

change steps) can only be used between an ECU-TEST start step and 

an ECU-TEST stop step. 

• If the whole playbook does not contain an explicit ECU TEST start 

step, the start is implicitly at the beginning of the setup block. If the 

whole playbook does not contain an explicit ECU TEST stop step, the 

stop is implicitly at the end of the teardown block. 

• ECU-TEST start and ECU-TEST stop steps cannot be used together 

with pre-setup and post-teardown scripts and only with the 

dispatcher type ecutest of the ResourceAdapter. 

• When uploading a playbook via the GUI or API, the steps can be 

inserted into the setup or teardown as follows: 
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New filter options 

If there are many playbooks defined, the new name filter helps to quickly find 

the planned execution. 

In addition, the new filter options allow a faster overview of scheduled test exe-

cution tasks and scheduled playbook executions. 

 

 
 

On the playbook detail page, you can filter by the file names in the workspace 

when adding package or project steps. 

 

Following wildcards, you can use: 

* - for several arbitrary characters 

? - for exactly one character 
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One-time and recurring playbook executions 

One-time and recurring executions of playbooks can be scheduled. 

When executing playbooks, you can select whether the playbook should be exe-

cuted once directly, once delayed or cyclically repeated. 

 

Scheduled playbook executions are displayed on the same page as scheduled 

execution tasks. 

 

Delayed or recurring playbook executions can also be created via the REST API 

using: 

• POST /playbook/{playbookId}/execute  
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Create playbooks directly in TEST-GUIDE  

Execution plans (playbooks) can be created directly via the TEST-GUIDE user 

interface. 

 

This function can be used via the button Add new playbook in the playbook 

overview page. A dialog opens where the workspace source of the playbook has 

to be specified first: 

 

 
 

After that the playbook can be edited and saved or executed directly. 

 

 
 

In the Playbook Editor and via the API, playbooks can be created more generi-

cally by using parameters. 

The parameters can be required or optional, as well as have a default value, 

and are afterwards pre-filled in the dialog for executing a playbook. 
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Via the API, the parameters that have a default value are added, unless this pa-

rameter is assigned with another value. 

 

 

 

New playbooks distribution strategy 

Playbooks can be cloned to all currently matching test benches when they are 

executed. 

 

A new distribution strategy has been introduced for this purpose, which can be 

selected when executing a playbook: 

 

 
 
All currently matching test benches are determined. For each matching test 

bench, a test execution task is created. These tasks can only be executed on the 

respective test bench and each one contains the complete content of the play-

book. 
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The new distribution strategy can also be specified when executing a playbook 

via the TEST-GUIDE REST API: 

 
 { 

   "name": "MyPlaybook (08/042022 08:59 AM)", 

   "priority": 50, 

   "distributionStrategy": { 

     "type": "cloneOnAllMatchingTestBenches" 

   } 

 } 

 

ECU-TEST and playbooks 

A running ECU-TEST can be reused over multiple playbook executions. 

For this purpose, the field reuse can be set to the value always in the  

ECU-TEST start step:  

 

{ 

    "type": "ecuTestStart", 

    "reuse": "always" 

} 

 

Any ECU-TEST still running from the previous execution task will then be re-

used for the current task. Also, unless an explicit ECU-TEST stop step is speci-

fied, ECU-TEST is not closed at the end of the current execution task so that it 

can be reused for the following task. 

 

CAUTION: Currently there is no check if the running ECU-TEST is in the correct 

workspace or state to execute the pending execution task correctly! 

 

 

It is possible to abort a play-

book execution directly on the 

test bench using the context 

menu of the  

ResourceAdapter. 

 

 

The currently running test step is aborted. No teardown or post-teardown 

script is executed. If the execution is performed in ECU-TEST, the currently 

opened ECU-TEST remains open. 
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7 Administration 

7.1 User and role administration 

In TEST-GUIDE there is now a page to create new roles and define permissions. 

As a project manager in TEST-GUIDE, it is possible to centrally change and  

easily assign permissions in the team by using the new project roles. 

 

Via Project Settings/Project Roles the roles can be defined, edited and  

assigned. 

 

 
 

The permissions that a user gets via role membership are added to the individ-

ual permissions of that user (which can still be assigned).  

The effective permissions of a user hence are the superset of all the permis-

sions of the roles of which he is a member and his individual permissions. 
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For each role, members can be displayed, added and removed. 

 

7.2 Server manager 

Deactivation of projects 

Old projects that are no longer actively used can be deactivated by the server 

manager. When disabling, the project disappears from TEST-GUIDE for all  

users, the data remains. 

 

The project can be re-enabled by the server managers at any time, then the 

project users will have immediate access to all their data again. However, set 

project rules must be re-enabled manually. 

 

Caution: Only previously deactivated projects can be deleted.  

Once the deletion is confirmed, all project data will be deleted.  

Depending on the amount of data, this can take up to several months! 
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Maintenance messages 

The server manager, when enabling the maintenance mode, can also specify 

the reason and duration of the maintenance. This information will be displayed 

to each user when they open TEST-GUIDE. 

 

 
 

To automate the maintenance process, the Server Manager can send mainte-

nance messages directly via the following new extension to the Platform API:  

• /platform/notification 

 

To automate the maintenance process, the Server Manager can directly configure 

the maintenance mode via the new Platform API extension: 

• /platform/maintenance-mode 
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Registration 

When registering in new projects, the mandatory registration reason ensures 

that the responsible project managers can see directly in the registration  

e-mail whether the new user has registered in the correct project. 
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8 New tools 

8.1 Rally 

There is now a connection to Rally (Agile Central) test management to upload 

my tagged releases.  

In addition, a Rally TestSet can be imported as a coverage filter. 

 

The Rally connection must be configured under Project settings/Management 

tools. 

 

 
 


